Elevated levels of the p53 tumour suppressor protein in the basal layer of recurrent laryngeal papillomas.
Using immunocytochemical techniques, recurrent laryngeal papillomas from six adult patients were studied. The p53 tumour suppressor gene protein was detected in the basal epithelial cells in papillomas from all six patients. None was detected in normal epithelium. Elevated levels of p53 protein are usually indicative of its inactivation either by point mutation or by complexing with tumour virus proteins.